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Debates about the value of the ‘literary’ rarely register 
the expressive acts of state subsidy, sponsorship, and 
cultural policy that have shaped post-war Britain. 

In State Sponsored Literature, Asha Rogers argues that the 
modern state was a major material condition of literature, even 
as its efforts were relative, partial, and prone to disruption. 

State Sponsored Literature retells the story of literature’s 
place in post-war Britain through original analysis of the 
institutional forces behind canon-formation and contestation, 
from the literature programmes of the British Council and 
Arts Council and the UK’s fraught relations with UNESCO, 
to GCSE literature anthologies and the origins of The Satanic 
Verses in migrant Camden. The state did not shape literary 
production in a vacuum, Rogers argues, but its policies, 
practices, and priorities were also inexorably shaped in turn. 
Demonstrating how archival work can potentially transform 
our understanding of literature, this book challenges how we 
think about literature’s value by asking what state involvement 
has meant for writers, readers, institutions, and the ideal of 
autonomy itself.

Features

•	 Provides readers with a framework for understanding the 
positive functions of the state on literary production

•	 Recuperates a wealth of unexplored or unexpected archival 
material in seven original case studies considering the 
relationship between the British state and sites of literary 
production and dissemination

•	 Contributes to debates about contemporary British, 
postcolonial, and global literature in English by 
demonstrating how the state helped them come into 
being

Asha Rogers, Lecturer in Contemporary Postcolonial Literature, 
Department of English Literature, University of Birmingham.

State Sponsored Literature
Britain and Cultural Diversity after 1945

Asha Rogers

Order online at www.oup.com/academic with promo code AAFLYG6 to save 30%

March 2020 (UK) 
£60.00 £42.00 | Hardback

9780198857761 | 240 pages

30% 
OFF


